
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

5/23/18 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan  

 

ABSENT: H. Anderson, and J. Noyes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1.  Recreational Marijuana Establishments:  Board of Selectmen Chairman, Anthony 

Kinahan, Fred Adams, Jon Kream, Rue Kream and Rowan Kream were present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Hurley called the meeting to order.  He read the notice as it appeared in the Enterprise, 

introduced the Board members and outlined the procedures for the hearing. He noted that this 

hearing was being videotaped so that residents who couldn’t attend this hearing would be better 

informed when it comes time to vote at the Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Hurley noted that Article #34 will be a vote to ban all recreational marijuana establishments 

in the town.  He stated that if the vote is to allow marijuana establishments the proposed bylaw 

will establish and regulate where it will be, the revenue to expect and where cultivation will be 

allowed.   

 

Mr. Hurley briefly discussed ZBA meeting that he and Mr. Kinahan attended for a variance to 

allow a Medical Marijuana dispensary at 63 Maple Street.  He stated that it was denied because it 

encroached on a residential property across Route 24.  He noted that Route 24 is a pretty good 

buffer zone and suggested that the Board should consider an amendment. 

 

Mr. Kream asked if this bylaw would impact the Medical Marijuana dispensaries.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that if the recreational marijuana is allowed, then the Medical dispensaries will no longer 

be necessary.  Mr. Kream stated that liquor stores are allowed anywhere in the business zone and 

it does not seem fair to allow cannabis only in the Industrial zone.  Mrs. Kream stated that it was 

confusing: okay for liquor stores but not cannabis and must be because of the stigma with using 

marijuana. Mr. Kream asked if they would have any say in it.  Mr. Hurley stated that they would 

at Town Meeting and amendments could be made at that time. Mr. Adams stated that the town 

should be encouraging growing operations and the revenue it could generate.   

 

Mr. Kinahan stated that the Hours of Operations should be from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. however 

to cultivate it is an around the clock operation. He suggested that the bylaw be amended to 

stipulate that retail sales be limited but that cultivation can be allowed the rest of the time. 

 

Mr. Kinahan questioned who would be the granting authority.  Mr. Hurley stated that he thought 

it should be the Zoning Board of Appeals as a “super majority” vote would be necessary and the 

ZBA has more members.  Mr. Stetson asked who would do the review if it is in the Water 

Resource Protection District. The Board agreed in that case they would be the granting authority.  

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:52 p.m. 
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A Motion (GS) was made to recommend adoption of Article #35 to amend the zoning bylaw by 

adding Section 7.9 Marijuana Establishments with the following amendments: 

 

Amendment #1: Section 7.9.5.9 (a) after the sentence "Five hundred (500') feet from the 

nearest boundary line of any residential zoning district or from the nearest property line 

of any residential use" and Add, "except to boundaries adjacent to Route 24," and 

 

Amendment #2: Section 7.9.5.4. Hours of Operation Strike "Operation" and add "Retail 

Sales" in its place. 

 

Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the three (3) members present. 

 

Mr. Hurley thanked those in attendance and encouraged all residents to attend the Town meeting 

on June 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  He stated that all of the residents of the town will have an 

opportunity to be heard.  He noted that if the Town turns down the first Article for retail sales of 

Marijuana in the Town, then this proposed bylaw will be withdrawn. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 

 


